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In Los Angeles, which is home to the largest 
Iranian-American community in the United 
States, there is great pride in the community’s 
devotion to civic activism, philanthropy, and 
entrepreneurship. I ask my colleagues in join-
ing me to wish all those celebrating Nowruz a 
happy and prosperous new year. 
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RECOGNIZING ROBERT S. ‘‘BOB’’ 
STRAUSS 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, March 25, 2014 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize Robert 
S. ‘‘Bob’’ Strauss who passed away last 
Wednesday, March 19 at age 95. Strauss was 
not only a fixture in Dallas and Texas, he was 
nationally revered as a close advisor to presi-
dents of both parties, from Lyndon B. Johnson 
to George W. Bush. 

Not only was Strauss politically valuable to 
our nation, his personality was unforgettable. 
Bob Strauss was personally influential and I 
admire him greatly. Strauss’ weight on our po-
litical world today was extremely vast. His con-
tributions to Dallas and to Texas will not be 
forgotten. 

Strauss had early success as a graduate of 
the University of Texas at Austin where he 
campaigned for a state-assembly candidate 
and volunteered for Lyndon B. Johnson’s first 
congressional campaign. Strauss completed 
his law degree at the University of Texas and 
worked as a special agent for the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigations during World War II. At 
the end of the war, he and fellow FBI agent 
founded the law firm Gump and Strauss which 
later evolved into Akin, Gump, Strauss, Hauer, 
and Feld. In law school, he met former Texas 
Governor John Connally who helped Strauss 
cultivate his political career. 

Strauss served as the Chairman of the 
Democratic National Committee between 1972 
and 1977. Strauss has been credited for the 
Democratic Party’s reunification that helped to 
elect President Jimmy Carter in 1976. During 
the Carter Administration, Strauss served as 
the United States Trade Representative and 
as Middle East negotiator. During the first 
Bush Administration, he served as the U.S. 
ambassador to the Soviet Union and subse-
quently as the U.S. ambassador to Russia. 
Strauss played a major role for American in-
terests during the Soviet Union’s breakdown 
and the emergence of a democratic Russia. 
Strauss was awarded the Presidential Medal 
of Freedom by President Carter in 1981. 

Strauss had the unique ability to serve 
presidents and political leaders on both sides 
of the aisle. His political astuteness and skill 
are rare traits and will be fondly remembered. 
I urge my colleagues to recognize and cele-
brate the life of Bob Strauss. 
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A TRIBUTE TO BISHOP JOSEPH P. 
MCFADDEN 

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, March 25, 2014 

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor Bishop Joseph P. McFad-

den, a distinguished former member of the 
Philadelphia education and Catholic commu-
nity. 

Bishop McFadden was born in Philadelphia 
on May 22, 1947. Attending Catholic schools 
for his elementary and secondary education, 
Bishop McFadden was an involved and active 
student. He then enrolled in Philadelphia’s 
Saint Joseph University, where he matricu-
lated with a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Politics. Bishop McFadden’s childhood and 
education prepared him well to be a life-long 
advocate for education in Philadelphia. 

After teaching and coaching at West Catho-
lic Boys High School from 1969–1976, Bishop 
McFadden entered Saint Charles Borromeo 
Seminary. Ordained as a priest on May 16, 
1981, Bishop McFadden continued in his pas-
sion of higher education. He received a Mas-
ter of Divinity, graduating Summa Cum Laude, 
upon completing his studies at Saint Charles 
Seminary. 

Bishop McFadden served as an Honorary 
Prelate to Pope John Paul II for two years. In 
1993, Cardinal Bevilacqua appointed Bishop 
McFadden as the first President of Cardinal 
O’Hara High School. As President, the Bishop 
was vital to increasing the school’s enrollment 
to 2000 students and initiating the program 
‘‘Laptops for Learning.’’ 

Bishop McFadden began his service as a 
pastor in Downingtown in 2001, until he was 
appointed to be an Auxiliary Bishop in Phila-
delphia in June 2004. He was ordained to the 
Episcopacy on July 28, 2004 and was named 
the tenth Bishop of Harrisburg on June 22, 
2010. Unfortunately, Bishop McFadden 
passed away on March 2, 2013. His passing 
is still mourned by the Catholic community. 
This week, Bishop McFadden will post-
humously be given the Distinguished Catholic 
School Graduates Award by the Archdiocese 
of Philadelphia for his service to Catholic 
School education in the state of Pennsylvania. 

I invite you and all of my colleagues to join 
me in commemorating Bishop Joseph P. 
McFadden. May his legacy and commitment 
be an inspiration to all of us in the years to 
come. 
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COMMEMORATING ARTS 
ADVOCACY DAY 

HON. MIKE QUIGLEY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 25, 2014 

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, entrepreneur 
Steve Jobs once said, ‘‘It is in Apple’s DNA 
that technology alone is not enough—it’s tech-
nology married with liberal arts, married with 
the humanities, that yields us the results that 
make our heart sing.’’ 

I rise today to recognize National Arts Advo-
cacy Day and to stress the importance of arts 
and arts education for advancing technology 
and growing our economy. 

I am proud to represent the Illinois delega-
tion of thirteen arts and cultural leaders on 
Capitol Hill today, which include Ingenuity, a 
group that works with Chicago Public Schools, 
and whose mission it is to make arts edu-
cation available to every child in every school. 

Students in the arts and humanities learn 
how to explore, discover and innovate. Arts 
education engages kids in school, promotes 

confidence and builds a foundation for suc-
cess for every student, but it also grows our 
economy. 

In Illinois, the non-profit arts and culture 
sector generates 2.75 billion dollars and sup-
ports more than 78,000 full-time-equivalent 
jobs. Additionally, Illinois is home to nearly 
34,000 non-profit and for-profit arts busi-
nesses. These creative enterprises employ 
more than 140,000 people in jobs that cannot 
be outsourced. 

I continue to be a proud supporter of arts 
education, and I’ve consistently supported ro-
bust funding for the National Endowment for 
the Arts—I encourage my colleagues to do the 
same. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 25, 2014 

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker, I was 
absent due to illness and was not present for 
rollcall votes on Monday, March 24, 2014. Had 
I been present, I would have voted in this 
manner: 

H.R. 3060—A bill to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
232 Southwest Johnson Avenue in Burleson, 
Texas, as the ‘‘Sergeant William Moody Post 
Office Building’’—‘‘yes.’’ 

H.R. 1813—A bill to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
162 Northeast Avenue in Tallmadge, Ohio, as 
the ‘‘Lance Corporal Daniel Nathan Deyarmin 
Post Office Building’’—‘‘yes.’’ 
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RECOGNIZING THE CONSERVATION 
AND LAND PRESERVATION EF-
FORTS OF EAST BRADFORD 
TOWNSHIP, CHESTER COUNTY, 
PENNSYLVANIA 

HON. JIM GERLACH 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 25, 2014 

Mr. GERLACH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate East Bradford Township, Chester 
County, Pennsylvania on receiving the Grow-
ing Greener Communities Award bestowed by 
Natural Lands Trust and the Chester County 
Association of Township Officials. 

East Bradford Township’s 30-year-old Open 
Space Initiative, designed to protect natural 
areas and connect them through a trail net-
work, has resulted in 6,000 acres of perma-
nently protected land, 16 parks, and 26 miles 
of trails. In 2013 alone, the Township secured 
county funding for conservation easement on 
more than 80 acres of Township land, spear-
headed a volunteer effort to plant 750 trees, 
commissioned stewardship plans for three of 
its sixteen parks, constructed more than two 
miles of trails, and organized the second an-
nual Trail Blazer Race, the proceeds of which 
will be used to fund trail construction and 
maintenance. 

Mr. Speaker, in light of the community’s 
long-standing commitment to conservation and 
land preservation, and on the occasion of 
being honored with the Growing Greener 
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